
Summary of San Pedro Rock, LLC’s Proposed Mine Expansion onto 
BLM Administered Lands in San Lazarus Gulch 

San Pedro Mountains, Santa Fe County, New Mexico 

 

San Pedro Rock, LLC is proposing to expand its current mining operation on Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM)-administered public lands in the San Pedro Mountains of Santa Fe County, New 
Mexico.  The proposal includes development of rock and gravel material on a total of approximately 19.5 
acres in two phases over a 20 year period, as described in detail in the San Pedro Rock Mining and 
Reclamation Plan, prepared for the BLM.  An environmental assessment (EA) is being prepared to 
evaluate the potential impacts of the proposed mining and reclamation plan.   
 
The proposed mining and reclamation plan describes the expansion of a gravel and rock mining operation 
into an area defined as the “Proposed Expansion Area,” which coincides with three pre-1955 placer 
claims held by San Pedro Rock, LLC within San Lazarus Gulch.  (See Figure 2.)  Though only a portion 
would be mined, the Proposed Expansion Area (PEA) consists of approximately 51.7 acres located 
immediately to the north of the existing San Pedro Mine.   
 
The Taos Resource Management Plan (RMP) identifies mineral development as a valid use on public 
lands in accordance with BLM regulations at 43 CFR 3600.  The Taos RMP specifically allows for 
mineral material development to continue within the parameter of San Lazarus Gulch, while precluding 
mineral material development elsewhere on public lands in the San Pedro Mountains area as a means to 
confine potential environmental effects. 
 
The projected rate of development—19.5 acres over 20 years—is intended to further ensure the mining 
activities are consistent with the Taos RMP, which limits surface disturbance on public lands to 10 areas 
at any stage of development.  Therefore, since reclamation activities would be required to maintain 
surface disturbance at or below 10 acres, the “expansion” is essentially a migration of the operation into 
and within the PEA. 
 
San Pedro Rock, LLC has been in operation since 2005 and has provided a local source of the basic raw 
materials for construction, landscaping, and road and highway projects since opening.  Operations within 
the boundaries of the existing San Pedro Mine, which is located primarily on private, patented claims, 
have been historically regulated under hard rock locatable mineral regulations (43 CFR 3809).  However, 
development of rock and gravel within the PEA would be regulated under saleable mineral regulations 
(43 CFR 3600). 

As indicated, the proposed PEA would be mined in two phases, with each phase lasting approximately 10 
years.  Conditions for BLM granting a permit to mine in the PEA would include interim or concurrent 
reclamation of disturbed acreage both within the PEA and within the existing San Pedro Mine where it 
overlaps with BLM surface, keeping new surface disturbance below the threshold prescribed in the Taos 
RMP.  At the end of year 20, approximately 19.5 acres of aggregate material would have been mined, 
reclaimed, and released within the PEA, and approximately 13 acres of BLM surface within the existing 
San Pedro Rock Mine would be reclaimed, for a total of approximately 32.5 acres of reclaimed mining 
area within San Lazarus Gulch.  Haul roads and any remaining disturbed areas would be reclaimed during 
years 20-23.  Further mining in the PEA after year 20 would require an amendment to the San Pedro Rock 
Mining and Reclamation Plan. 
 



The EA will be prepared in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), and will 
evaluate the potential impacts of issues identified by the BLM as well as the public.  The potential 
impacts from the actions described in the San Pedro Rock Mining and Reclamation Plan will be assessed 
along with opportunities to mitigate those potential.   
 
The BLM has identified preliminary issues associated with the following resources that will be analyzed 
in detail in the San Pedro Rock Mine Expansion EA: 
 

1. Visual Resources  
2. Public safety - Recreation 
3. Public Safety - Traffic 
4. Noise 
5. Dust  
6. Watershed 
7. Soils 
8. Threatened and endangered Species 
9. Wildlife 
10. Vegetation and Forestry 
11. Mineral Resources 

 
Other potential environmental issues given consideration by the BLM have been addressed in the design 
features of the San Pedro Rock Mining and Reclamation Plan. 
 
 
 


